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Nursing School Graduation 

We had a big celebration for the 7 nursing students and one nurse's aid 
(above) who graduated from the Bongolo Nursing School on Sunday.  We 
are thankful that all of them will stay to work in the hospital  for some time. 
This was the 29th class, and in total, the school has graduated 238 nurses.  

?(Photo Françoise Leblond-Rumo.) 

  

  

  

Patient stories 



-I’m celebrating that Dieu Merci (the 14 year old boy with the stegosaurus 
from a previous letter) gained 22 pounds since his last visit! Clearly the 
medicines are working. There aren’t many times to celebrate when a patient 
gains that much between visits, but this is one. 

-I’m thankful that Angelique’s (below) blood counts are staying stable. She 
is a 4 year old with HIV and TB who lives with her grandmother. For the 
past several months she has also had a problem with severe anemia 
requiring multiple transfusions. It was difficult to find the cause, as it didn’t 
seem to be due to malaria, HIV, or her medicines. The last time we couldn’t 
find another donor, so I donated, and we tried a different treatment, which 
seems to be working. 

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

Bongolo	Happenings 

-The	Bongolo	Sunday	School	students	performed	in	church	on	Easter	
Sunday.	(below	left)	We	are	already	preparing	for	the	end	of	the	school	year	
celebration.	 

-The	hospital	had	a	visit	from	the	Gideons	who	brought	Bibles	for	the	
patient	rooms.	This	Gideon	(right),	is	going	above	and	beyond	the	
normal	call	of	duty,	in	distributing	bibles	to	TB	patients. 



  

  

  

 

    

  

  

  

Answered	Prayer	and	Praise 

-I’m	very	thankful	that	there	are	no	more	bats	flying	around	or	
flooding	in	my	house!	There	were	problems	during	the	installation	of	a	
new	roof	on	the	building	where	I	live.	My	two	cats	seemed	to	think	the	
inside	bats	were	fun,	flying	playthings.	At	one	point	it	was	raining	so	
hard	inside,	that	I	couldn’t	empty	the	buckets	fast	enough.	I	opened	my	
food	cooler	to	let	it	catch	water. 

-HIV	meds	have	arrived	in	Gabon.	Pray	that	the	order	arrives	here	
soon. 

-The	Comite	de	Surveillance,	a	committee	to	give	guidance	to	steer	the	
hospital	in	the	future,	met	in	Libreville	this	month.	I	participated	and	
gave	a	report	in	my	capacity	as	Bongolo's	Medical	Director.	We	are	
thankful	that	the	meeting	was	very		productive.	 

  

 

Prayer	Requests 

-	The	Gabonese	health	insurance	still	has	not	paid	the	hospital	in	
months.	Because	the	insurance	hasn’t	paid	the	other	health	structures	



in	the	country,	they	decided	to	stop	accepting	it	as	of	April	16th.	
Doctors	in	the	rest	of	the	country	have	been	threatening	to	go	on	
strike.	Maternity	has	been	overflowing	with	more	women	than	beds.	
Pray	for	the	health	situation	in	Gabon. 

-Pray	for	a	nursing	instructor	for	the	Bongolo	nursing	school.	All	the	
current	nursing	instructors	will	leave	for	at	least	a	year,	so	the	next	
nursing	school	class	will	not	graduate	until	at	least	2023.	Before	that	
time,	multiple	current	nurses	will	retire	from	the	hospital. 

-Continue to pray for another long-term primary care doctor. (Family Physician, 

Internal Medicine, Med/Peds) (You can see the Ministry Opportunity Description of 

this position by clicking on this 

link. https://www.cmalliance.org/jobs/international/africa/gabon-
bongolo/bongolo-hospital-primary-care-physician/) 

-Continue to pray for a Project Manager to coordinate the construction and 

infrastructure projects. 
  

And some words directly from the Alliance... 

Great Commission Dayis a special focus during May in our Alliance family, when many 

make special gifts to our work. This year, a generous donor will match every gift, up to a 

total of $500,000! Please consider making a special gift during the GC Day offering at your 

Alliance church, or by giving online 

at https://www.cmalliance.org/resources/church/2019/gcd. Thank you! 
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